




Woody Huizenga was raised in Eastern Ontario’s Prince Edward County, and moved to Ottawa to 
attend Carleton University, where he studied political science and public administration. He later studied adult 
education and management part-time at Algonquin College and, in 2003, earned the Certification in Meeting 
Management (CMM) through Meeting Professionals International. 
 
Woody spent most of the 1980s working on Parliament Hill as a legislative assistant and political organizer, followed 
by several years as a freelance writer and researcher. He joined The Conference Publishers, initially as Managing 
Editor, in 1994. Woody is now Vice President and co-owner of the firm. 
 
The Conference Publishers has established itself over the past two decades as one of the world's leading onsite 
reporting specialists, delivering conference print and electronic summary reports, onsite newsletters, and daily 
tabloids at more than 2,000 events, from the smallest in-house planning sessions to some of the larger national 
consultations and international congresses.  
  
The Conference Publishers project teams produce strategically targeted documents that capture conference 
presentations and discussions in a format that is more detailed than a PowerPoint slide, less detailed than a 
transcript, and more useful than either. 
 
Woody is a member of the Toronto chapters of Meeting Professionals International and the Canadian Society of 
Association Executives. He serves on the Board of Directors of Ottawa Tourism, and the Event Management 
Advisory Committee at Algonquin College. 
 
 

 Darlene Kelly-Stewart was born and raised in Ottawa, attended Glebe Collegiate then the 
University of Guelph for their Hotel & Food Administration Program. After graduating with Honours from Guelph, she 
returned to Ottawa to start at the bottom of the hospitality business ladder: from housekeeping, switchboard, front 
desk, reservations, F&B and finally landing in Sales & Marketing. Darlene has worked for the Country’s best 
properties and chains including: Four Seasons, Hilton, Sheraton, Les Suites and Delta. Along the way she has 
acquired a very busy home life with one husband, two children and two cats. 
 
After a good run at the hotel side of the business, she started her own adventure in 2003 with STONEHOUSE Sales 
& Marketing Services. STONEHOUSE has provides sales and marketing support to a variety of hospitality venues 
and event planners focusing on non-smart sales activities and specific events and projects. More recently, 
STONEHOUSE has contracted with a major US-based association to run their sponsorship program for their annual 
conference and ongoing events as well as other areas of their advertising, membership and marketing programs. 
 
Darlene has been an MPI member on a cumulative basis for over 10 years, has been on the Board of Directors since 
2004 and is currently President of the Ottawa Chapter of MPI (Meeting Professionals International). 




